Volunteer Center – United Way of the Capital Region

Volunteer of the Year Nomination Form
(Nominations must be typed – electronic copy of form available upon request)
Nominee name: Dogwood Acres Campground
Address:  4500 Enola Road




City, state, zip:
Newville, PA  17241
Daytime phone:  717-776-5203





E-mail:  Lucille@dogwoodcamping.com
Name of agency/agencies nominee is involved with:  Ronald McDonald House Charities of Central Pennsylvania
Mission of the organization or program (one sentence, please):  To provide a loving home-away-from-home for families of seriously ill children and support to organizations that directly improve the healthy and well being of children in our community.
Check one:  ___ Adult    ___ Youth (age 18 & under)       X     Group*  (more than 3 people)
Has this nominee won a Volunteer of the Year award before?  _____ Yes        X    No
*NOTE:  For group nominations, a list of names and addresses of all group members MUST be provided with this form for the nomination to be considered!

Details about you (the nominator): 
Name:  
Amy Leonard





Agency name: Ronald McDonald House Charities of 

Central Pennsylvania

Agency mailing address: 745 West Governor Road, Hershey PA  17033
Daytime phone: 717-533-4001 x247 



Email:  aleonard@rmhc-centralpa.org
THINGS YOU SHOULD KNOW:
· Each nomination form is reviewed by a panel of judges representative of the community. The Volunteer Center partners with the Junior League of Harrisburg each year to convene the judges.

· Every effort is made to be impartial; any judge with a personal connection to a nominee declares a conflict of interest and does not evaluate that particular individual or group.

· Each nominee is numerically rated on the responses to every question (unless otherwise noted).

· The nominee is rated solely on the information you provide on this form.

· Please be complete and concise when you answer each question.
Please return completed form to:

Heidi Neuhaus

Volunteer Center – United Way of the Capital Region

2235 Millennium Way; Enola, PA  17025

Phone:  724-4055
Fax:  732-5200

Nominations must be received by 3:00 p.m. on Friday, February 5, 2010

Please note: members of the Volunteer Center Advisory Committee are not eligible to be nominated.  Thank you!
EFFORT:  What is the main function of the nominee within your organization? On average, how many hours do they volunteer monthly? How long have they been volunteering with your organization?

IMPACT:  How does this volunteer’s activities support the mission of your organization or program?   

What have been the results of the nominee’s activities?

LEADERSHIP:  On his/her own, did nominee start a new program, use creative methods to identify and/or 

solve problems, initiate activities or promote collaboration with other organizations?  Did the nominee exhibit
any other leadership qualities?


CHALLENGES/OBSTACLES:  Has the nominee overcome personal or community barriers or obstacles to 
volunteer service?  (i.e. personal handicap, lack of funding or other resources, public perception, etc.)

Is there anything more you’d like us to know about this candidate that is not included above (optional question – answer is not required, but please limit your answer to one or two sentences):

If your nominee previously won a Volunteer of the Year award (either individual or group), please tell us what has changed that they should be considered for a second award.  Please attach your answer to this form.
Dogwood Acres Campground has been a dear friend and donor of Ronald McDonald House Charities of Central Pennsylvania since 2002.  Each camping season, under the leadership of owners, Charlie and Lucille Strub, Dogwood Acres Campground Seasonal campers and visitors pour their hearts and souls into organizing fundraisers to benefit the Hershey Ronald McDonald House.  Through their efforts over the years, they have also become ambassadors for the charity and help to educate others about the necessary services provided to families in need.





Each Spring Charlie, Lucille, and all of the seasonal campers visit the Hershey Ronald McDonald House and prepare an amazing breakfast for the families staying at the House. This kicks off their year and gets everyone energized to start their “season of giving”. 





Throughout the season small events and fundraisers are conducted by the Dogwood Acres Koones and the Dear Ladies of Dogwood Acres.  Cakewalks, raffles, soda can collections, calendar sales, funnel cake sales, and other food sales are among the many events held on behalf of the Hershey Ronald McDonald House.  





All efforts throughout the season culminate with a large event in August.  In 2008, the event was a “Winter Wonderland” a true holiday celebration in August!  As I visited the Campground the day of the event, I was welcomed by brightly lit holiday lawn ornaments to numerous to count and it truly gave me a sense it was the holiday.  This celebration included fun for everyone and a wonderful turkey dinner with special guests, Santa and Mrs. Claus.  Not losing sight of the real reason for the event, Charlie and Lucille invited several families that had used the Hershey Ronald McDonald House to attend the event and speak about what the House means to them.  





More recently in 2009, the theme of their big event at the end of the season was “Carnival”.  What a fun day for everyone involved, including families who had used the House.  There was carnival food, games, a silent auction and live bands.  The effort in 2009 was extra special because they were raising funds to help with the “Room to Grow!” Capital Campaign to expand the Hershey Ronald McDonald House by 15 bedrooms so we can welcome more guests of sick children in the future.  Throughout the 2009 season, Dogwood Acres Campground was diligent in their efforts and at the end of the season they visited the House to present an amazing check for $25,000 for the Capital Campaign.





Their efforts each year would not be possible without many volunteers putting in many hours organizing events and educating visitors about the Hershey Ronald McDonald House.  The number of hours put in by this group are to numerous to count.  Between the seasons, planning continues with a smaller group of volunteers under the leadership of Charlie and Lucille.








Simply preparing a hot meal at the Hershey Ronald McDonald House can mean a world of difference for the families who return to the House in the evening after spending the entire day in the hospital at their sick child’s bedside.  But Dogwood Acres Campground does so much more.  Up until last year, all of their fundraising efforts went to help keep the lights on for families calling the Hershey Ronald McDonald House their home-away-from-home for the length of time their child needs treatment.  For 2009, the bar was raised when Charlie and Lucille challenged their campers to help raise funds for the “Room to Grow!” Capital Campaign to expand the House.  In one season they raised $25,000 for the expansion and the results of that will be seen for many years to come as visitors and guest of the House see Dogwood Acres Campground among the list of individuals and groups that made the expansion possible.








In the 26th year history at the Hershey Ronald McDonald House, we have seen dedicated support from many in the community.  Dogwood Acres Campground has continued to engage the community year after year by changing the events and activities to capture audiences, but always making sure to keep the main focus ahead…the families who depend on the Hershey Ronald McDonald House.  Through creative thinking, the group at Dogwood Acres has come up with very unique ways to get campers involved and educate them about the Hershey Ronald McDonald House.  Collaboration with the community has been key to their success as they reach out to local businesses each year to ask for their partnership in helping the Hershey Ronald McDonald House year after year.  





This year Charlie borrowed one of the Ronald McDonald benches usually seen outside of the Hershey Ronald McDonald  House.  What he found was if he kept it in the back of his truck he was more successful in gaining support from those around Newville.  Charlie spent days driving around Newville with the Ronald bench and has the photos to prove it!








Keeping their seasonal campers and visitors excited about helping with the events and participating in the events could be a real challenge, but Lucille and Charlie have always been sure to change things each year to keep everyone’s interest.  In addition, they always make sure to have families who have used the Hershey Ronald McDonald House visit at least once a season to share their stories.  This serves as a reminder for the seasonal campers and visitors as to why they are doing what they do, year after year.  The families also enjoy a chance to visit a great campground.





It is an honor to nominate Dogwood Acres Campground for the Group Volunteer of the Year Award because year after year, this dedicated and deserving group of individuals pours their entire hearts and souls into helping 1,000 families that they do not know and most of which they will never meet.  And, they don’t just go above and beyond for Ronald McDonald House Charities of Central PA, they also do so for their entire community through the support of other local organizations and individuals in need.














